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MINUTE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF CORDALE HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
 

HELD AT THE CARMAN CENTRE, RENTON, ON THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 
Present: Margaret McCallion  Chair Janice Barnes  
 Martin Walker          Vice Chair David Barnes 
 Veronica Hamilton   Committee member 

Lillian Peters            Committee member 
Keith Underhill         Committee member 
Liz Bowden              Committee member 
Graeme Kemsley     Committee member 
Eleanor Kemsley 
Anthony Pollock 
Alan McEwan 
Eileen McEwan 
Drew McEwan 
Thomas Ewing 
Catherine Watson 

Anthony Bradley 
Liz Buckley 
Peter Eaton 
Catherine Lamont 
Jack O’Malley 
Peter Rowan 
Margaret Walker 
Frank Cross 
Edward Boyle 
John Bell 
Elizabeth McColl 

   
Apologies: Mary Price 

John Patrick 
Caroline Dickson 
Jessie Markey 
Kirsten McIntyre 
John McLean 
Lynn McFetridge 
Samantha Degan 
May Hinds 
Catherine Adams 
John Heaney 

Kayleigh Markey 
Suzanne Stewart 
George Walker 
Margaret McGuire 
Bryan Turner 
Sean Buckley 
Jackie Kemp 
Norma Mullin 
Debbie Stewart 
David Nugent 

   
In Attendance: Julie Cosgrove Chief Executive, Caledonia Group 
 Barry Johnstone  Area Director 
 Kevin Nixon 

Lesley Janes 
Area Housing Manager 
Management Accountant, Caledonia Group 

 Lisa-Marie Brown Housing Officer - Minutes 
 Alec Drain Maintenance Officer 
 Geraldine McKenzie Housing Officer 
 Penny Coburn Chair of Audit Committee, Caledonia Group 
 Neil Fraser 

 
RSM  
 

 
Members were thanked for attending the Association’s 2017 Annual General Meeting (AGM).  The Chair 
introduced Members to the top table attendees, comprising herself, Margaret McCallion, Chair of Cordale 
Housing Association; Martin Walker, Vice Chair of Cordale Housing Association; Barry Johnstone, Area 
Director Cordale Housing Association; and Neil Fraser RSM Accountants. 
 
 
 
 
1 Apologies 
  
 Margaret McCallion, Chairperson, advised that 14 apologies from members had been submitted for 

the meeting. These members’ names would be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. With an 
additional 7 received on the evening. Overall 21 apologies were recorded. 
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2 Minutes of Cordale Housing Association’s Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 15th 

September 2016 
  
 The Chair asked Association members if there were any amendments members wanted to make to 

the minutes. 
 
It agreed that the minutes were a true and accurate record.  This was proposed by Janice Barnes, 
seconded by Margaret Walker and APPROVED by the meeting. 

  
  
 There were no matters arising. 
  
3 Chair’s Report 
  
 The Chair presented the Annual Report. Members were asked to note the Annual Report distributed 

at the meeting and the Chair highlighted the following: 
  
  This has been a remarkable year for Cordale Housing Association with a number of 

achievements. 
 The performance, services and results offered to tenants has been recognised with two 

prestigious awards. Winning West Dunbartonshire Best Performing Business Award and 
Small Housing Association of the Year.  

 In 2016/2017 rent and service charges were frozen for the second consecutive year. 

 We remain in a strong financial position with effective cost control, budget management and 
treasury management. This has ensured we keep rents affordable and can maximise 
investment in our services and housing stock. 

 In 2016/2017 we spent over £250,000 on major repairs, £140,000 on cyclical improvements 
and over £170,000 on day to day repairs and re-letting empty homes. 

 We performed strongly against the requirements of the Scottish Social Housing Charter with 
the full report to be published in October   

 Our partnership with Caledonia Housing Association has created over 80 new affordable 
homes.  These homes are managed by Cordale, available at an affordable rent and have 
been allocated to local people. 

 Although our key duty is to provide affordable housing, we also want to be more than a 
landlord.  We held again another successful Cash for Kids event at Christmas at the Cordale 
office.  We provided over £7000 of Christmas vouchers to children of Cordale tenants.   

 Association has received planning permission to build a new office at Main Street Renton in 
place of the empty shops  

 Approval has been given from West Dunbartonshire Council and Scottish Government to 
build new affordable homes at the vacant site at Dalquhurn. 

 As part of our partnership with Caledonia Housing Association, we anticipate 70 new homes 
will be built in Alexandria over the next few years 

 Our community environmental fund replaced the play park at Glen View 

 Planning permission was received to develop a community garden in Renton.  
 
Chair thanked all Committee and Staff for their hard work and effort over the past 12 months. 
 

 The Chair asked if there were any questions on the annual report. 
 
There were no questions and the Chair introduced the external auditor. 
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4. Presentation on the Annual Accounts to March 2017, Balance Sheet and Auditor’s Report 
  
 Neil Fraser of RSM presented the annual accounts 

 
 The Association’s Auditor, RSM stated that the annual accounts gave a true and fair view of the state 

of the Association's affairs as at 31 March 2017 and of its income and expenditure for the financial year 
2016/17. 

  
Neil Fraser, RSM, advised there was no concerns with the accounts and there was a healthy balance 
sheet.  He highlighted a reduction in interest payable due to interest level on loans reducing and a 
gain on our investment property in relation to the value of the pharmacy and GP surgery.   
 
Mr Cross requested that accounts are made available earlier than AGM, Barry Johnstone advised the 
accounts are considered by the Management Committee in August and as soon as accounts are 
approved they will be made available if requested and this will be highlighted in the invite letters for 
the next AGM. 
 

 The Chair asked for a proposer and seconder to adopt the accounts. The accounts were proposed by 
Catherine Lamont and seconded by Veronica Hamilton. 
 
The meeting ACCEPTED the Annual Accounts for 2016/17. 

  
 The Chair thanked Neil Fraser for his presentation. 
  
  
5. Election of Management Committee 

 
The Chair advised of the following: 

  
 There are 15 spaces on the Management Committee. 

 
 Under Rule 39.1, at least one-third of the Management Committee is obliged to retire at each AGM.  

 
 Under Rule 39.2, the retiring Committee members should be those who have served the longest on 

Committee since the date of their last election. 
 

 Taking into account vacancies, co-opted and casual appointees, there are 10 Management 
Committee Members. 
 

 As six members are the longest serving lots were drawn to determine who should seek re-election. 
Therefore, Margaret McCallion, Veronica Hamilton and Graham Kemsley are required to seek re-
election. 
   

 Under the rules, they are eligible to stand for re-election without nomination. 
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 The Chair advised we have also received three further nominations for a position on the 
Management Committee. 
 
Nominator      Nominee 

Margaret McCallion                  Peter Rowan 

Margaret McCallion                                                            Elizabeth Buckley 

Anthony Bradley                                                                 John Bell 

Under Rule 40.1, if the number of members standing for election is less than equal to the number of 

vacant places, the Chairperson can declare them elected without a vote.   

As this is the case with the aforementioned members, the Chair declared Margaret McCallion, 

Veronica Hamilton, Graham Kemsley, Peter Rowan, Elizabeth Buckley and John Bell as elected to 

the Management Committee. 

The Chair asked that all Management Committee Members attend a short meeting after the AGM. 

  
6. Appointment of Auditor 

 
 

 Margaret McCallion advised under rule 72.1, we must appoint a qualified auditor to audit the 

Association’s account and balance sheet. 

 Eleanor Kemsley proposed that RSM be re-appointed as Auditors.  This was seconded by Margaret 
Walker and duly APPROVED by the meeting. 

  
 Further Remarks 
  
 The Chair concluded by advising that the business of the AGM had concluded and thanked members 

for their attendance. 
  
  

Chairperson signature…………………………….. 
Date……………………………………………………… 
 

  
 


